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April 1:	MAUNDY THURSDAY
  6:30pm	“Not My Will But Yours. . .”
		Matthew 26:36-46

April 2:	GOOD FRIDAY
  1:00pm &	“The Forgiveness of Jesus”
  6:30pm	Luke 23:32-34	     	

April 4: 	EASTER SUNDAY
  8:00am &	“I Am The Resurrection & The Life”
10:30am	John 11:25

April 10/11:	Pastor Burow
		
April 17/18:	EASTER TRIUMPH! EASTER JOY!
		“The War is Won. . . 
		    The Battle Continues”
		2 Corinthians 10:3-5
		
April 24/25:  	EASTER TRIUMPH!  EASTER JOY!
		 “Think On These Things”
		 Romans 12:2
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Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” (John 11:25-27)


The text above comes as Jesus mourns His friend, Lazarus, who died four days earlier.  Everyone knows something that is dead cannot be made alive again.  And Jesus did not ask Martha to believe in something that is impossible, He asked her to believe Him.  She believed. Jesus commanded Lazarus to “come out” (of his grave).  And Lazarus was alive – again!  It was a great miracle, but one that pointed to an even greater miracle, that of Jesus’ own resurrection.  Christ is risen!

This past year COVID 19 has forced us to endure a lot of “dead ends.”  Some have lost loved ones.  Some have lost their health.  Some have lost jobs and income.  All of us have had to deal with delays and discouragements.  Maybe you have had to wrestle with doubts if you can even get through all these problems.  To all these “dead ends” Jesus reminds us, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  So many things are outside of our control, but Jesus is always here to provide for us.  The resurrection is not an event, it is a person.  Christ is risen He is risen INDEED!  The only question is, “Do you believe this?”[image: ]

The God who bore our sins to the cross at Golgatha, who suffered and died for us, is the God who lives to give us abundant life today and eternal life tomorrow.  He is calling us to come out…come out of our dead ends.  Come out of our sins, our fears, our doubts and discouragements and celebrate the life only He can provide!

Happy Easter!  In Him I am, faithfully yours, Pastor Draeger
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PALM SUNDAY:        Sunday, March 28th	  8:00a.m.						 10:30a.m.

MAUNDY THURS.:   Thursday, April 1st	  6:30p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY:        Friday, April 2nd	  1:00p.m.
					             6:30p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY:     Sunday, April 4th           
	SUNRISE:				  8:00a.m.   
           FAMILY:				 10:30a.m.





I want to thank all the people at Our Redeemer for reaching out to me and keeping me in your prayers.  I truly appreciate everyone’s kindness at this time.  
				God Bless, Pastor Gruetzner
[image: ]
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We are excited to announce that we are now livestreaming our 10:30 Sunday service!  You can access the livestream by going to our web page:  www.ourredeemer-lcms.org and clicking on the button at 10:30am on Sunday!  If you miss the livestream you can catch it later on our YouTube channel:  Our Redeemer Livestream!  The sermon outline will also be available on our webpage under the “sermon” tab.  We will no longer be posting a recording on Facebook, but hope you will join us live!   
QUEST FOR CHRIST

Developing Discernment

We live in a fast-paced world that demands instant results.  For many people, waiting has become a lost art.  God’s way of maturing us in our faith is quite different.  The character qualities that He values take time to develop.

Discernment is a trait that does not develop instantly.  Rather, it is cultivated by saturating the heart and mind with Scripture.  The transcendent Lord of the universe wants to share His thinking with us through His Word.  What could be more important or valuable in life that having the capacity to know the mind of God?

Our lives are filled with situations that required discernment.  Sometimes we can be so busy trying to find the will of God and direction for our next step that we fail to hear His voice.  He is calling us to come to Him and spend some quiet, unhurried time absorbing the truth of His Word.  After listening to the Lord, we can begin applying what we have learned.  Only as we put His Word into practice in our lives we will have our “senses trained to discern good and evil” (v.14).  The Scriptures open our eyes to see all of our experiences from God’s perspective so that we can make wise choices.  

Our challenge for today and every day is to make it a priority to spend time with the Lord in His Word.  We may have to reorganize our schedule or wake up earlier.  But it’s well worth the effort—discernment and wisdom await us if we put into practice the truths we absorb daily.  
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         From the Director of Worship and Music[image: ]

Greetings!


In the movie “A Christmas Carol,” there is a scene in which the ghost of Christmas present, in an attempt to impress upon Ebenezer his own hardness of heart, reveals to him two pathetic children under his robe. Ebenezer asks who they are, to which the spirit replies, “Their names are Ignorance and Want; they are YOUR children.” Ebenezer cannot bear the sight of them and asks the spirit to hide them, which he does. The spirit then tells him, “I thought as much. Very well, they are hidden. But they live.” They are again hidden from sight, but they are still there, behind the robe.
Genesis 3 contains what is, in my opinion, the saddest account in Scripture. Adam and Eve had lived in the garden of Eden in perfect relationship with God and with each other. But we’re told, they disobeyed God, and when they did, their eyes were opened, and they knew that they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths to hide their nakedness. We aren’t told from whom it was their intention to hide, but there are only three possibilities: from themselves, from each other, or from God. All three are ridiculous. Not only ridiculous, but sad.
But the saddest part is what follows. They hear God walking in the garden and they are afraid. So they hide. They actually think they can hide from God. This God created them, loved them, gave them the garden, had fellowship with them; they now feel they must hide themselves form him. For all of their entire existence He has only ever done them unimaginable good, and now they fear him. Until the past hour they had enjoyed perfect fellowship with God and each other, but now the relationship is tarnished forever, and they know, for the first time, fear. Of course, God “finds” them. Imagine them standing there, shame-faced, trying to hide their nakedness  from an all-knowing God, hoping he will not notice because they have hidden their shame behind a few fig leaves. It would be laughable if it were not so sad.
For months we’ve been wearing face coverings in an attempt to protect ourselves from a virus. Just as the fig leaves didn’t fool God about the nakedness, the masks have not prevented the spread of the virus. Wearing the mask may make you feel better. It might make you think you are protected; that no virus is getting in or out. But that is simply not the case. The mask is the modern-day fig leaf. We live in a world that believes you can prevent the infection by just wearing a mask; that the broken relationship can be repaired by hiding the rift under some fig leaves. But that’s not reality. On one side of the mask or the other, the virus is there. You can’t fully prevent it from getting either in or out. The children are still there under the robe; the virus is still there under the mask; and sin is still there, in spite of our most strenuous efforts to hide it, lurking below the surface, under the fig leaves, ready to rear its ugly head at the slightest temptation.
	The Genesis story doesn’t end on a totally sad note. God promises them that a Savior will come who will rescue them from this tragedy into which they have plunged all of mankind. And he makes them garments of skins. He removes their pitiful leaves and covers them with much better clothing that he himself provides. Even these clothes are temporary. Jesus will return and set up his kingdom one day. We will be re-created to no longer need his covering; the relationship will be restored in full. In the meantime he gives his righteousness to clothe us until he returns. It’s time we realize that our feeble attempts to cover ourselves are useless, that we must take off the fig leaves, confess our sin, and receive his grace. He can clothe us, but only if we take off the mask and stop pretending that our silly fig leaves are of any use. 

Until next month, Yours in Christ,
Roger Hackelberg, Director of Worship and Music
[bookmark: _Hlk526857124]
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[image: Logo image]LWML Mites Working Hard

$80,000 of National LWML mites will go to Water and Word for Rural Schools – Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kenya (ELCK). Teams from the US install rain gutters and tanks for storage. Hand washing stations and clean water “buckets” are placed in every classroom. They teach personal hygiene, handwashing and the importance of drinking only clean water.  WASH clubs, made up of students and staff, are formed to be responsible for the clean water program. The grant will help the (ELCK) to extend their ministry of Word and Sacrament by expanding the clean water project for their schools and orphanages.
$25,000 of Michigan District mites will go to POBLO. POBLO International will reach out to women and families in the Hindu, Sikh, and Buddhist communities in Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne Counties. Funds will be used to purchase Bibles and materials in these languages and for human care needs of refugee families. 
Our loose change works miracles all over the world.  Our Redeemer is very conscious of people’s needs. This is one way to help. Everyone is encouraged to save mites (money). Please leave your sacrificial gifts in the church office with mite box identification. Thank you. Our Redeemer LWML Ministry




[image: ]NEWS:
  
Hello everyone! The LWML is looking for mission projects so if you have any ideas for mission projects please let one of us know. We are continuing to collect items, eyeglasses for Most ministries and Layette items (cloth diapers, blankets – 45-to-52-inch square, dark colored hand towels, footless sleepers, Tee shirts and outfits sizes 6-12 months). There is a basket in the Narthex. Thank you for all your generous donations.
Once again congratulations to Debera Nemitz Our Redeemer’s 2020 Women of the Year. We will be having a luncheon for Deb here at the church, details will be in upcoming newsletters and bulletins.
Our next meeting will be on Monday, April 5th at 6:30 pm. Hope you can join us.
Blessings, Joyce Mason LWML Secretary
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Mission Life News: 

Easter blessings to you all! We are close to the end of the year! We start this month with Spring break. There will be no class on April 7th. After that we will be meeting every Wednesday from 4:30-6:00. Our last day to meet will be May 12th. Confirmation Sunday is May 16th.

		Kathy Sowers, MLF Coordinator 





  



V
B
S
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VBS is Coming!!
We are planning on a 4 day in person VBS July 12-15! This year’s theme is Rocky Railway- Jesus pulls us through. We are hoping to have most of it outside, weather permitting). We are looking for volunteers! If you would like to help make this year a success, please contact me! 
Kathy Sowers, VBS director
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[image: ]  To my friends at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, thank you for the prayers, phone calls, cards & caring words during my surgery & recovery.
		Sincerely, Linda Verellen
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Transferred In from Our Savior, Armada:

Heather Veres
& children Brennan & Carter
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Harrison William Kerner
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     Happy Spring! It’s hard to predict the weather, so I hope it is sunny and warm when you are reading this! 
I have noticed over the past several weeks that more people are returning to in person church. It is so wonderful to see everyone again!
     With the warmer weather, I can’t help but think about VBS, biking, walking, and events we can have outside!  I’m praying all of these activities can happen this year!!
     Assimilation has the Ministry table this month. It focuses on all the ministries and events in our church. Stop by and check it out. Maybe you will see something you would be interested in.
     As always, I am here for you if you have an idea for a new ministry or Event you would like to see happen. 
		Kathy Sowers, Assimilation Director
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LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
 
Registration is now open! 

Please visit our church website to see a virtual tour, get pertinent information and register! 
Do not hesitate contact us with any questions!
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              [image: ]Dear SONshine Kids,

    Happy  April.... Spring  ( I hope) 

    I am writing this on a March, warm day... that's right, I said a March and warm day in the same sentence.  This is certainly a blessing from God.

    SONSHINE KIDS is back in  full swing.  Openings are going great.  Ms. Mandi is doing a great job with the students for music.  I am sure before long they will be entertaining you at second service.

Upcoming Events....

    April 4,  Easter Sunday.... no Sonshine Kids

    April 25,  We will be honoring our fantastic teachers at TEACHER APPRECIATION.   If your child is able please help them write a note or a card to their teacher to let her or him know how valuable their lesson preparation for each Sunday is.  

    May 2,  will be Craft day (don't tell, we will make gifts for Mother's day and Father's day)

    May 16,  Confirmation Sunday will be our last day of Sonshine Kids for this season,  but rest assured....we will be back in September... Lord Willing.

Thank you to all of the parents that are dedicated to the Christian Education of the youth of Our Redeemer.
   
Respectfully Submitted.... 
	Linda Martin,  Director
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Easter: A Celebration of LIFE!


Easter blessings!  I want to start out by thanking Donna Zuehlk for her leadership on the Life Team over the years here at Our Redeemer.  As I transition into that role, I look forward to continuing the important work Donna and the Life Team have done in sharing information, raising awareness of life issues, and doing projects and fundraisers to help promote the sanctity of all human life.
As we celebrate Easter, we remember the sacrifice God made for us when He gave His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross.  We celebrate the fact that Jesus rose from the dead, winning the victory over sin, death, and the devil.  The end result of Good Friday and Easter?  We have new LIFE in Christ.  We have eternal LIFE through Him.  “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  (Romans 6:4)  You see, Easter is all about LIFE.  We do indeed have new life in Christ, and that new life is something we should celebrate every day, not just at Easter time.
Unfortunately, in our sinful world, LIFE is often taken for granted.  Lies about life are spreading like wildfire today.  Sinful humans have given themselves the authority to determine which lives are valuable and which are not.  The unborn, the elderly, and the disabled (just to name a few) are often victims of this sinful line of thinking.  As we celebrate Easter, let us remember that Jesus did not just die for people of one specific age group, race, physical ability, or mental sharpness.  Quite the opposite.  Jesus died for ALL people.  2 Corinthians 5:15 says, “And he died for ALL, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.”  In Matthew 28:19, Jesus instructs us to “Go and make disciples of ALL nations.”  Do you see the theme?  If Jesus died for ALL people, He valued ALL people.  He wants nothing more than for ALL people to believe and spend eternity with Him.  So who are we to decide that a life is not valuable?

It is critical for Christians to take a stand on today’s life issues.  Abortion, care of the elderly/disabled, and current legislation such as the Equality Act are just a few examples.  Here are some simple, practical ways that you can help speak up for the lives that are being grossly devalued today:
· PRAY: for those being devalued to be wrapped in God’s loving arms, for those who are devaluing life to have their hearts changed, and for the leaders of our nation to see the value of every life and help protect those lives.
· JOIN a group such as National Right to Life or Lutherans for Life of Michigan.  You can also follow these groups on Facebook or subscribe to their publications to stay up-to-date on current life issues and ways to get involved.
· SHARE Scripture and articles from trusted sources that affirm the value of all life.
Equally critical for Christians to remember, is that through Christ, grace and forgiveness is always available.  When we speak up about life issues, we must always do so out of love.  A Christian’s duty is not to make one feel guilty about past mistakes.  Rather, as we share God’s love and the truths found in Scripture, we should also aim to bring the comfort of grace and forgiveness to others.
As you celebrate Easter this year, celebrate the gift of new life through Jesus Christ.  Celebrate His victory over death, that we may all have LIFE!  As we celebrate this gift of life and the promise of eternal life that God has given each of us, may we also take a few minutes to pray for the lives that are in danger today and to speak up for those precious lives.
Upcoming Event: On Mothers’ Day weekend, we’ll be having a “Diapers for Donuts” fundraiser.  We will provide donuts after church, and will be collecting diapers, wipes, and/or monetary donations to help support parents who choose life.  More info to come!

		God’s Blessings,  Mandi Wesley
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Join Our Easter Drive!

There's no better moment than these challenging times to join our mission of fighting hunger! And what better way than by providing an Easter meal?
 
Help us help hungry families celebrate the holiday by buying an item off the list above and returning it to Samaritan House, 62324 Van Dyke, Washington, 48094, no later than March 5. Our hours of operation are Tues, 10-6; Wed, 10-6; and Fri, 10-4. 

We also seek donations of $25 food gift cards to Meijer, Kroger or Sheena's Marketplace, so that local residents can buy a meat of their choice. 

Samaritan House anticipates serving 185 families this Easter: Your friends and neighbors! Join the effort today!

Easter Pantry Needs:

Jello-O No Bake Cheesecake
Mayonnaise 15oz.
Brown Sugar 1lb.
Brownie Mix
Cream of Chicken Soup

62324 Van Dyke
Washington, MI  48094
Phone:  586-336-9956
Email:  samaritanhouse@sbcglobal.net
Website:  samaritanhousemichigan.org
In February, Samaritan House...

*provided food to 220 members of 104 families.

*delivered food to 30 homebound clients.
 
Also...

*$410 was spent for a family to assist them with shelter.

*$8,343 was spent on food to stock our pantry to feed our clients.

*42 volunteers donated a total of 565 hours to our mission.





[image: ]                                         
Coffee
Canned Beets
Canned Spinach
Diced Tomatoes
Cream of Chicken Soup
Cream of Mushroom Soup
Chicken Noodle Soup
Vegetable Soup
Diapers Size 6
Ketchup
Mustard
Ranch & Italian Dressing
Kids Cereal
PULL-UPS size 2T, 3T,4T
Bladder Control Pads

Samaritan House Expands Its Service Area!
Shelby Township, south of 23 Mile Rd., and the city of Utica 
have been added to our service area! [image: ]




We have many clients who need sugar-free, gluten-free and low sodium foods. Children's snacks are always appreciated.
If you can donate any of these items, please bring them to Samaritan House during business hours or to any of these convenient locations: Bruce Township Offices, Graubner Library, Kezar Library and Fifth Third Bank on Van Dyke in Romeo.
We appreciate any non-perishable food items, paper products, cleaning supplies or toiletries that you can donate. Thank you!
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A Prayer During 
This Pandemic
Filled With Life

I come to you, Heavenly Father, seeking renewal of my weary and worried spirit. Let me rest in you for a while and feel you surrounding me in safety and love. Then let that rest in you call forth new strength in me.

For others who are weary, I pray for comfort and peace. For others who are worried, I pray for solace and reassurance. For the desperate, I pray for relief and hope. Help us all set our priorities differently, so you come before all other demands in our lives. Only then, we know, O God, may we be filled with your life once again for the fullest living on this earth, even during days of darkness. 

Hear my prayers and grant me your peace, in the name of Jesus, O Lord. Amen.

Samaritan House 2021 Events!

Sunday, June 6, 2021
Fashion & Food at the Orchards

Saturday, July 31, 2021
22nd Annual Golf Outing

Saturday, November 6, 2021
25th Anniversary Gala

[image: ]

If you would like to take communion but are currently “social distancing” due to the pandemic, Pastor will be happy to set up an appointment with you and/or your household to take communion.  If you would like to schedule an appointment to do so, please give the office a call at:           586-781-5567.                           


[image: ]
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~PAGE 11~
[image: ]  Contact:	James M. Riske, CFP®, RICP®, CKA®, MSF
	 E-mail:	james.riske@thrivent.com
    Phone:	(586) 726-8899 ext. 227

Financial Column

Money Talk: Financial jargon demystified

When it comes to financial planning, we’re confronted with plenty of technical jargon and complex products. It can be hard to make sense of what it means for you and your financial strategy. 

Here’s a short list of some common terms you should be familiar with – translated into plain English. 
	
INVESTING 
Asset: Something you own that has value. In the case of personal finances, something that has either a monetary or an exchange value, such as cash, shares of stock or a fund, or the home you own.

Capital gain: The profit from selling an asset for more money than you originally paid for it. If you sell it for less, you have a capital loss. Since capital gains and losses can affect how much you pay in taxes, these two terms may be important to discuss with your tax professional come tax season. Let’s say you’ve invested $10,000 in a stock that grew over the years to a value of $25,000. Your unrealized capital gain would be $15,000. In most cases, if you sell that stock and realize the capital gain, you’ll pay taxes on that gain. 

Compounding: The act of taking interest earned on an investment and putting it back into the investment to earn still more interest. Ever marvel at how an old savings bond worth a few hundred bucks when you received it as a kid has magically blossomed into thousands of dollars years later? You can thank compounding for that. 

Dividend: When talking about a publicly traded company, dividends refer to the portion of a company’s profits paid out to shareholders. Profits can also go back into the company. When talking about a mutual fund, dividends are generally made up of the dividends received from the stocks held by the fund or the interest received for the bond holdings of the fund. Typically, dividends are paid quarterly for common stocks or may be distributed monthly in mutual funds. Investment dividend and interest income is generally taxable, except in the case of certain securities such as municipal bonds.

Diversified portfolio: An investment strategy that spreads your assets over a variety of stocks, bonds and other investments. This is a fancier way of saying “don’t-put-all-your-eggs-in-one-basket.” This can also be referred to as “asset allocation” and a financial professional may talk about “looking at your asset allocation.” It simply means thinking about how much money you’re putting into what type of investment. Asset allocation impacts the risk and the return you can expect from your financial assets. Modern financial theory argues that diversifying a portfolio can lower risk for a certain level of return.
	
Dollar cost averaging: Investing smaller, fixed amounts at regular intervals. 

Load: A fee charged by certain mutual funds. These fees can be charged when you purchase a fund (front-end load) or when you sell a fund (back-end load). 

Retirement plan distribution: A payout of funds from a retirement plan. These funds can come from a company-sponsored 401(k) plan or an Individual Retirement Account (IRA). Different retirement plans will have different options as to when and under what circumstances you can take your money from the plan. You’ll typically want to wait until you are at least 59 1/2 years old before taking money out of your qualified retirement plan to avoid early-withdrawal penalties. 

Retirement plan roll over: Transferring funds from one retirement plan account (e.g. 401(k), IRA, etc.) to another retirement plan account. The funds are not subject to tax or penalties and continue tax deferred growth.  

INSURANCE 
Cash surrender value: The amount of money you would receive if you decided to cancel your permanent life insurance contract before it becomes payable upon death or maturity. 

Cash value: The money you can access from tapping into the accumulated value of a permanent life insurance contract. Contracts vary from insurer to insurer so be sure to talk with a financial professional to make sure you fully understand your life insurance contract.

Elimination period: The amount of time you’ll have to wait until insurance benefits are paid. In general, the shorter the elimination period, the more expensive the contract is and vice versa. 

Exclusion ratio: A ratio applied to each annuity payment to: 1.) find the portion of the payment that is subject to income tax and; 2.) the portion which is considered to be an income tax-free return of your investment in the annuity contract. Say you invested $10,000 per year in an annuity for 30 years for a total investment of $300,000. Because of compounding, this amount might appreciate 
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to $1,010,700 by the time you begin withdrawals—$710,700 more than your original investment. In that case, you’ll pay taxes on that $710,700 but not on the original $300,000, which means you’ll receive about one-third of your withdrawals income tax free. 

Living withdrawal benefit: As applied to an annuity contract, a living withdrawal benefit usually guarantees the annuity payments and/or guarantees a minimum income over a specified period to the annuitant and/or beneficiary of the contract. 

Rider: Special coverage added to insurance contracts and annuity products to cover additional items or provide extra benefits. With life insurance, one popular rider is a “waiver of premium,” allowing you to keep your coverage without paying if you become ill or disabled. These add-ons cost extra but can help you customize your insurance so you’re covered for special circumstances. 

Preferred risk: Insurance companies reward positive decisions and lifestyle choices by offering reduced insurance rates. Or if a doctor’s checkup shows a clean bill of health, it can help to lower your health or life insurance premiums.





Special risk: If your lifestyle or circumstances suggest that the odds are better than average that you’ll collect on your insurance, you’ll be deemed “special risk” and pay a higher price for the coverage.

Standard risk: When you buy any type of insurance, the standard price you pay for that insurance will depend on your age, health, lifestyle and other factors affecting the odds that you’ll collect on that insurance. If you meet the company ‘standards’, you’re entitled to purchase insurance without special restrictions or extra fees. 

Financial terms aren’t always easy to understand. That’s why it’s important to select a financial professional who speaks in a language you can understand. You should never be afraid to ask for clarification about a term you don’t recognize. 

This article was prepared by Thrivent Financial for use by local area FR James M. Riske, CFP®. He has offices at 14460 Lakeside Cir Suite 250 in Sterling Heights. He can also be reached at (586) 726-8899 ext. 227.
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~PAGE 13~ORLC’s Women’s Ministry will be hosting A Family Movie Night on Thursday, April 29th at 6:30p.m.!  The movie shown will be “I Still Believe” based on the real-life story of Christian singer, song-writer Jeremy Camp.  (Rated PG).  We will be providing individual wrapped snacks (popcorn, candy & water).  Masks will be required and social distancing will be practiced in the Old Sanctuary.  All are welcome, not just for women!  
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Our Men’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study is now meeting every Tuesday morning  7:00am. We meet at The Pantry Restaurant at 27 Mile and Van Dyke.  So gentlemen, grab your bible and join us for a men’s breakfast bible study!  Masks are required to enter and exit the restaurant.
At
Our Redeemer

   The Tuesday evening Bible Study led by Ryan Wesley meets every Tuesday at 7:00p.m.  Social distancing is practiced.  Come learn something new each week!
[image: ]
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We are currently in search of members
to join our Saturday team!  Please call the office if you are interested!
[image: ] 
Vanda Cardamone is heading up our new Comfort Basket Ministry! She will be putting together and delivering care baskets to members of our congregation who are sick, experiencing long term illness, or are in need of comforting due to loss of loved one, loss of a job, or other life change. We want to brighten their day, and let them know their church family is praying for them! If you know someone who would benefit from this, would like to donate items,  baskets, have ideas, or would like to help, please talk to Vanda! 

Would you like to help others by picking up food and delivering it to them? One Monday morning a month, you would be required to drive to St. Clement Catholic Church in Romeo.  They will put groceries in your car for the number of  households you are picking up for.  Then you would deliver to those people in our congregation who may benefit from a grocery delivery. We will have a list for you! If you are interested, know of anyone who may benefit from this service or have questions, contact:  Kathy Sowers or Jane Draeger.

New Women’s Bible Study!  Starting Wednesday mornings 9:30-11:00am.  Uninvited by Lysa Teurkeurst – “Living Loved When You Feel Less Than, Left Out, and Lonely”. A workbook will be needed.  Contact Jane Draeger if interested!
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Join The Bell Choir !!

We are excited to announce that our bell choir began rehearsing again.  We practice on Tuesday evenings at 7:00p.m.  We welcome all previous ringers and anyone new who would love to join to come to practice!  

If you have any questions please contact Donna Steel, our Bell Choir Director at 586-489-4090.
[image: ]
[image: ]

SYNOD MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES
Spotlight on Bethesda


Bethesda Lutheran Communities is a not-for-profit Recognized Service Organization (RSO) that is independent of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, but operates a ministry program that fosters the mission and ministry of the church. Bethesda reaches out in mercy and love to the disability community to meet their needs. 
March was National Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, a time when Bethesda celebrated all the achievements made by and for people with disabilities, as well as look to the future and what they have yet to accomplish.
The past year, living with covid-19 has been difficult for their people with safety precautions, limited activities, and less precious time spent with families. But, from day one Bethesda has been connecting the people they support with their families virtually, working to ensure their health and wellbeing, and keeping them as active and engaged as possible.
The financial costs have been enormous, and they can only do this because of the resources, prayers, and support that we generously supply. 
As they provide protective gear to the people and staff, extra sanitizing equipment, quarantine accommodations and even childcare for some staff they face financial hardship. Sadly, they had to make some difficult but necessary choices, and some of their homes and programs have been closed or transitioned to other providers. 
Yet their long-term vision is clear – to expand their outreach to be able to serve more people with disabilities than ever before. They are welcoming new residents to Bethesda Cornerstone Village in Minnesota, and soon will expand to other states.
They provide financial services to help people with disabilities manage their money and have had online events featuring high-profile Christian artists to raise spirits and bring attention to important disability issues.
Bethesda’s ‘host home’ programs match people with developmental disabilities with people in the community who are looking for an opportunity to welcome them into their homes, lives and families. Living with an individual or family allows people with disabilities greater independence and freedom, the chance to form strong, lasting relationships, and full integration within the community. The program also provides incredible benefits for the host home provider, including a tax-free wage, 24/7 support, and the reward of helping a person with disabilities live their best possible life.
Like all nonprofit organizations they are always accepting financial gifts as the government only reimburses about 2/3s of their operating costs, so they rely on generous donors to help. You can also donate your time and talent simply by reading a story or hosting a cooking class over zoom.
For more information, go to IncludeAllAbilities.com, or contact Bethesda Lutheran Communities, 600 Hoffman Drive, Watertown, WI 53094, or 800.369.4636. Please visit their website at bethesdalc.org. You will be amazed at all they do! 

           	     [image: ]
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TALK WITH GOD (Please remember these friends in your prayers)
THOSE WITH LONG- or SHORT-TERM ILLNESS:

 Barb Pellegrino (Muellers’ friend; cancer)
Frank Cody (Margo Schuch’s brother)        
Mona Pfent (Christin Peyerk’s mom; cancer)     
Colin Segerlund (Margo Schuch’s grandson; asthma)        
             Tina Hayden (Haydens’ daughter-in-law; cancer) 
Grace Angela Beachnau (Mueller’s granddaughter)
Kim Cameron (Brenneckes’ friend; cancer)
Carlo DeAngelis (friend of Nancy Ray’s; stomach cancer)
		Ashley McKenzie      Dennis Whiting (cancer)   	     
	 Nancy Mikolowski (mother of Judy Laurie-health concerns)       
   Emily Vandamme (George Rang, Sr.’s granddaughter-cancer treatment) 
Beth Walter (Betty Walter’s niece-cancer)	Ace Martin (cancer)
	Adam Bettcher (MS)     	Janet Rohrbeck	   
Henry Brinker (Cyriel DeMeulenaere’s nephew - hospice)
Dave Wesley (leukemia) 	       Ray Denewith (strength)
Lawrence Thom 
Dana Primeau (stage 4 colon cancer)
June Shaver (lung cancer)		Allen Currin
Lucille Fruchey (back surgery)
Ruth Glass (pancreatic cancer-surgery)
Don Peyerk (cancer)
Ron Zuccaro, Jr. (COVID)
Carol Neddermeyer (broken back)
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


OUR FRIENDS & FAMILY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE ARMED FORCES:
[image: ] 		Jim Pfahlert (June Shaver’s nephew)  
			Brad Morris
                            			Sean Duggan (Bridget Felax’s  brother)
					Nathan Kavanaugh (friend of the Kirsh family)
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