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SERMON and SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST
  

Aug. 6/7:	GOD BRINGS. . .
		“Hope When I Am Hopeless”
		Genesis 16:6-16  


Aug. 13/14: 	  GOD BRINGS. . .
		  “Peace When I Worry”
		  Matthew 6:25-27


Aug. 20/21: 	  BACK TO (FAITH) SCHOOL
		  “Prepare Your Mind”
		  John 8:44


Aug. 28/28:	PASTOR BURROW
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QUEST FOR CHRIST

When We Are Persecuted

   If you are truly living for God, expect to encounter persecution and conflict—spiritual battle is part of the Christian life.  It might be tempting to give in to fear, but a proper perspective can help you meet opposition with courage and grace.  Rather than focusing on the people involved (Ephesians 6:12), recognize that reality is far deeper than what is visible.  Whatever touches your life has been allowed by the Lord, and He can use everything as an instrument for your good and His glory.  (Romans 8:28)  He is in control and perhaps has something bigger in mind.  Don’t expend effort trying to defend yourself or figure everything out; instead, God wants you to trust Him wholeheartedly.

   Keep your focus on the Lord—if you don’t, you will react rather than obey.  Isaiah 41:10 says not to fear or anxiously look about; otherwise, Satan will exaggerate details to make you believe things are worse than they actually are.  But when your eyes are on Jesus, He will absolutely cover everything with His presence—and His perfect love will drive away all fear.  (1 John 4:18)

  Ephesians 6:10-11 says, “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand. . .”  Rather than fighting back the way the world does, stand firm in God’s strength.  The battle is His to fight, so it’s useless to try manipulating circumstances.  If you’re right where God has called you to stand, you can expect to be victorious, no matter what the outcome is.  


[image: ] 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  (John 14:1-6)


Most of you know that my Father died on June 20th.  I am so thankful for the gift our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, gives us regarding death: “Let not your heart be troubled…I go to prepare a place for you…I will take you to myself.”  I am thankful to our Church Board who told me to go and stay with my folks and do what I needed to do.  I was blessed to be with my Dad the last week of his life (I did the night shift and my sister did the day shift).  I was blessed to be with him when he took his last breath.  What a privilege to be with the man who was there at the start of my life as he ended his.  I was blessed to have the prayers, cards, and gifts of a congregation that sought to support their Pastor in his time of need.  (By the way, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church sent $1,000.00 to “Mission Central” to support LC-MS missionaries because of your donations in memory of my Dad.)  I was blessed with hugs, tears and words of love and kindness.  Thank you!


It is my “job” to be with you at your times of loss and difficulties.  What a blessing to be a part of a congregation that does the same, without even getting paid for it!  What a blessing to be a part of a community that lives out the gift of grace which Jesus has given us.  Thank you!

In Him I am, Faithfully yours, Pastor Draeger


P. S.  Don’t forget our 75th Anniversary Celebration on September 25th.  You already received a letter and “Save The Date” magnet.  I look forward to us celebrating 75 years of God’s goodness to us on that date.
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Greetings!

Sitting in church recently, I noticed in the seat ahead of me, a woman holding a sleeping child. The child, who was more of a toddler than infant, was adorable and innocent looking as she dozed peacefully on Grandma’s lap. What I found most interesting, however, was the grandma. I was impressed that she was easily holding and supporting the child with one arm. But what I found most interesting was her fascination with the child.  For the better part of the sermon she stared intently into the child’s face, carefully studying every feature. It was as if she couldn’t take her eyes off the child. Love and concern were evident in her gaze, but most of all, joy. It was obvious that the child was a source of immense joy, that just holding her brought the woman unspeakable joy, and she would happily spend the rest of her life getting to know every line and crease in this child’s face. I thought, “Everyone should have someone who loves them like this child’s grandma obviously loves her.”
   
Then it occurred to me, everyone does have someone like that. We have a God who loves us like that, and then some. Jesus told the disciples, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”  (Matthew 10:29-30)  I don’t know if  grandma knows how many hairs are on the child’s head, but God does. The psalmist confesses to God that, “My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance;”  (Psalm 139:15-16) God stared into your face before you even had a face. He not only knows what it looks like, he designed it from the ground up, built it himself molecule by molecule. 

The prophet Jeremiah reminds us that Our God loves us with an everlasting love. (Jeremiah 31:3) This love of God is with us for eternity, it lasts forever. But this love is also intense. The prophet Zephaniah says that, “He [God], will rejoice over you with gladness, he will quiet you by his love; he exult over you with loud singing.” (Zephaniah 3:17) I’m a singer. Deep joy makes me want to break out in song. I can relate to God “exulting over us with loud singing.” But the English translation, as is often the case, doesn’t give the full intensity of the passage. The phrase rendered “rejoice over you” in the passage literally means dance, skip, leap and spin around in joy.  That’s pretty intense. I’m not a dancer, but I know people who are; whenever they are really filled with joy they can’t sit still. They simply have to dance. And, apparently, God is a dancer. And the thing – or one of the things - that makes him dance, is you. David danced with abandon before the Lord, and it was quite a sight. Imagine seeing God himself doing the dancing. It would shake the earth. 

All this to say we have a God who created us and knows us far better that we know ourselves. He knows all about us. He sees us when we rest peacefully in his lap, and also when we fight him tooth and nail for control. He is fully aware of all that we are, the good and the bad. And in spite of it all he loves us, so much that he sent his only Son to die that we might be his for eternity. So much that the thought of having us with him for eternity makes him dance. As I said, I’m not a dancer. But I appreciate watching dancers who are good at it. When I get to heaven, I’m sure I will enjoy peaceful times on God’s lap soaking up his loving gaze. I look forward to singing for him, and even with him, in the heavenly choir. But I also want to see him dance. Maybe I’ll even pick up a step or two. 

Until next month,

Roger Hackelberg,
Director of Worship and Music
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$100,000 of National LWML mites will go to Deaconess Studies Program. Concordia Seminary has requested, through this grant, much-needed scholarships for deaconess students and assistance with seminary costs to provide high-quality theological education. Enrollment in the new online Deaconess Studies Program is expected to increase, enabling the faculty to form more well-trained deaconesses and bring people to Jesus and provide compassionate, Christ-centered help to those who are hurting and suffering – physically, emotionally, and spiritually.
$25,000 of Michigan District mites will go to Filling Pulpits by Providing Scholarships for MI Men in Seminary to help men from Michigan with their tuition costs at either of our LCMS seminaries as they study to become pastors. Pastoral vacancies have increased while tuition, books, and housings costs have likewise increased, causing financial burdens upon pastoral students.
 Everyone is encouraged to give their sacrificial gifts to these special missions.  Simply put it in an envelope for LWML Mites and drop it off in the office. Thank you. Our Redeemer LWML Ministry







~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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~Linda Coles
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LWML NEWS. . . . . 

Hello everyone, we hope you are enjoying your summer! 
Just a bit of news:
Reminder the Women of the Year luncheon for Linda Coles will be on Wednesday, September 7th at 1:00 pm here at the church. If you would like to come and celebrate with Linda, please contact myself, Kathy Sowers, or Margie Kirsh. We are making lunch arrangements and we need to know how many to plan for.
Also, our first LWML meeting for the year will be on September 12th  at 6:30 pm.
Hope to see you at these events. More updates and information will be in the upcoming bulletins.
Blessings, Joyce Mason, LWML Secretary 
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Summer Greetings SONshine Kids!!
We hope your summer has been loads of fun so far!  

Just a quick reminder that we will begin our SONshine kids Sunday School on Sunday, September 11th at 9:00a.m.!  So mark your calenders now and we can’t wait to see everyone back in the fall!  

In the meantime, enjoy the rest of your summer and be safe!

God’s Blessings,

Linda Martin, SONshine Kids Director
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[bookmark: _Hlk1027396]Now is the Time!
This summer has brought a whirlwind of events concerning the pro-life movement.  The Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade has given power back to the states to make decisions regarding abortion laws and policies.  Pro-life groups across the country have celebrated this decision (especially as several states have already moved to ban or limit abortions), while abortion activists and pro-choice groups have turned to violence, vandalism, and the spreading of lies in opposition of this decision.  Once again, our country is divided and tempers are flaring, and Satan is likely enjoying the show.  Pro-lifers have been under attack and have faced tremendous criticism for celebrating the decision of the Supreme Court and the decisions of states which have already banned or limited abortion.  They have been made to feel like “bad guys” who are committing an egregious act against women by taking away their “right to choose”.  Satan is using lies and misinformation to deceive people into believing that abortion is a right and a form of health care.  
Where does this leave us as pro-life Christians?  How can we fight for the lives of the unborn, lovingly discuss this topic with those who disagree, and support pro-life legislation to protect the unborn, all while maintaining a Christ-like attitude?  For starters, we can’t shy away from this issue.  This is not the time to silently and idly sit back; rather, now is the time for each one of us to do our part in making a difference.  Pro-life friends, this is a critical time for us to step up, speak up, and do our part in helping to save countless lives!  You can absolutely have an impact on the pro-life movement, but you can’t delay - NOW IS THE TIME!
· NOW IS THE TIME to pray daily for expectant parents and their unborn babies, for leaders at the local, state, and national levels, for pregnancy resource centers, for hearts to change, and for the human race to value ALL life, beginning at conception.
· NOW IS THE TIME to vote pro-life.  Electing leaders who will support legislation to protect the unborn is critical.  Please visit https://rtl.org/legislation/ballot/ to get your personalized pro-life ballot from Right to Life of Michigan.
· NOW IS THE TIME to support pregnancy centers such as Compassion Pregnancy Center.  You can do so through monetary donations, prayer, and donations of diapers, wipes, and other baby items.  (Learn more about Compassion Pregnancy Center at compassionpregnancyfriends.org.)  Let’s do everything we can to support expectant parents and their babies, as well as the ministries which serve them.
· NOW IS THE TIME to educate yourself on the Supreme Court’s decision and what it actually means.  It is crucial that we equip ourselves to defend life and enable ourselves to speak knowledgeably when we engage in conversations about abortion.  Here are a couple of articles to help get you started:
· “Roe v Wade Overturned!” (lutheransforlife.org/roe-v-wade-overturned/)
· “DEBUNKED: 11 Myths About Post-Roe Abortion Laws” (www.liveaction.org/news/11-myths-post-roe-abortion-laws/)
· NOW IS THE TIME to engage in Spirit-led conversations about abortion.  Speak the truth in love while pointing to Scripture and to Christ, and pray that the Holy Spirit might work through you to lovingly open eyes and change hearts.
In Matthew 25:40, Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  In today’s world, I can’t help but think of the unborn as the “least of these” about whom Jesus is speaking.  The unborn have no voice and no means of standing up for themselves.  NOW IS THE TIME for us to step up and protect them.  NOW IS THE TIME for us to do everything in our power to defend life.  NOW IS THE TIME for us to show the world that pro-life means loving every child, every mother, every father, and every person God has created.  NOW IS THE TIME.
*A huge THANK YOU to everyone who donated to our Mother’s Day - Father’s Day Diaper Drive!  We collected 1,226 diapers and 26 packages of wipes for Compassion Pregnancy Center!
In Christ,
Mandi Wesley
Life Team
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	 E-mail:	james.riske@thrivent.com
    Phone:	(586) 726-8899 ext. 227
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PANTRY NEEDS
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Macomb Homeless Coalition and Lakeshore Legal Aid Are Here to Help!
If you have received a court summons complaint or judgment for unpaid rent after March 1, 2020, help is available through Macomb Homeless Coalition at (586) 213-5757. There is an application that needs to be printed and emailed. If you need help with this, please feel free to call Samaritan House.
Lakeshore Legal Aid is offering FREE legal services in Macomb County. Apply online at michiganlegalhelp.org or call their hotline at 888-783-8190.
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Please join us for our Fashion and Food Fundraiser at a new venue:  Youngblood Vineyard! The afternoon will begin with a light lunch catered by Rustic Bluebird. Enjoy desserts, wine and non-alcoholic drinks, followed by our fashion show. Afterward, take a stroll around the grounds to see small farm animals and a beautiful vineyard for some unique photo opportunities. Please visit the vender booths. We finish the day with raffle drawings, a 50/50 drawing & a gift card treasure box!  Get your tickets early online or at Samaritan House.

This year's event is sponsored by TheMitttv.com

~PAGE 8~[image: ]

Mission Life Fellowship:
Our mid-week program for children in grades 3-8 will begin on Wednesday September 14th from 4:30-6:00 p.m. If your child is not in this program, please consider having them attend. This program & SONshine kids work together to complement each other. The M.L.F. curriculum focuses on what it means to walk with God in their daily lives, learning to be His disciples. 5th through 8th grade students will be required to serve through acolyting & will be trained during MLF Please reach out to me if you have any questions!
~Kathy Sowers, MLF coordinator
Acolyte Schedule for August
8/7- Aubrey Hanson
8/14- Will Newell
8/21- Kendall Lee
8/28- Riley Burton 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Hello everyone!
Happy Anniversary to us! This month marked one year of our group getting together.
We have been growing and having a great time meeting and getting to know new people.
I am getting together a place for our next outing. If you have any restaurants, you have enjoyed and think the group would like call or text me with the name and number. I have one suggestion already but can always use more.
I hope you are enjoying you summer. I am looking froward to getting together again soon!
Blessings, Joyce Mason
[image: Graphical user interface  Description automatically generated with low confidence] 

GAME DAY!!

Our first game day has been scheduled!   We will fellowship together every 2nd Wednesday starting August 10th from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the Old Sanctuary!  You can bring a favorite game to share.  Joyce Mason will also teach us the card game of  Five Crowns!  Ron & Linda Sasse will provide light snacks.  Bring your own beverage.  If you have any questions, please call Linda Sasse at 904-382-5966 or  904-535-3603!  Everyone welcome to join!  
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What a great Summer so far! It’s hard to believe we are in August!! 
This month 7 of us are planning to ride our bikes in the Annual Bike for Life in Romeo on August 13th. If you would like to sponsor us, it’s not too late! Just contact me by August 12th. 
We are busy planning Our Redeemer’s 75th anniversary which will take place on Sunday September 25th at the 10:30 service.  If you have any memorabilia or pictures you would like to display, please see me! I am going to have several display tables set up. Also, if you know anyone who used to attend our church, this is a great day to invite them back!! 
So many things will be starting up in September!! One of them is our Youth Group!! I am so excited to say Linda & Ron Sasse will be starting this up. Please see their article in this newsletter!
I am here for you if you have any thoughts or ideas for a new ministry, or event you would like to plan!   
Blessings to you all!
Kathy Sowers, Assimilation Director 
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     We have some exciting news!!!  Our Redeemer will be starting up the Youth Group again for young adults in 9th through 12th grade!!!  Please pray about and consider how God might use you in the endeavor!  Please contact Ron and Linda Sasse at 904-382-5966 with any questions.

     We will be having a planning and brainstorming meeting soon so watch the bulletin for more details!  

[image: A picture containing text  Description automatically generated]        [image: ]
What a great week it was at VBS!! How wonderful it was to see so many smiling faces!! A big thank you to the 65 volunteers who made this week possible!! We had 150 kids! We are so thankful that we were able to share the Love of Jesus Christ with so many!
We already have next year’s theme! STELLAR- Shine Jesus light! Our behind the scenes decorators are already working on great projects! (thank you Amy Sander & Jan Mueller)!
If you would like to be a part of the program, its not too early to let me know!!
I am also putting an Oriental trading wish list together, so please watch for details in future newsletters and bulletins. 
Again, thank you to everyone who supported our VBS, making it a MONUMENTAL success!!
Kathy Sowers, Gabriella Kirsh - VBS directors
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			Barb Pellegrino (Muellers’ friend; cancer)
Frank Cody (Margo Schuch’s brother)        
Mona Pfent (Christin Peyerk’s mom; cancer)     
Colin Segerlund (Margo Schuch’s grandson; asthma)        
             Tina Hayden (Haydens’ daughter-in-law; cancer) 
Grace Angela Beachnau (Mueller’s granddaughter)
Todd Bailey (Brenneckes’ friend; cancer)
	 Nancy Mikolowski (mother of Judy Laurie-health concerns)       
   Emily Vandamme (George Rang, Sr.’s granddaughter-cancer recovery) 
Beth Walter (Betty Walter’s niece-cancer)	
Adam Bettcher (MS)  	 Ray Denewith (strength)
Dave Wesley (cancer treatment recovery)  	  
Dana Primeau (stage 4 colon cancer)		Al Jensen
Davis Cardamone (Dave Cardamone’s dad)			
Andy Walgenbach (bone cancer treatment)	
Amy Beth Petersen (Reinhardt’s daughter-back surgery)
Connie Sweet 	TJ Johnston (Scott Johnston’s Dad)
Sal Cusumano (open heart surgery recovery)
Len Thaens (surgery)				Linda Coles	
John Fisk (surgery)	Sandy Kay (surgery)
Tom Mellor (cancer treatment)
Ann Schurig		Nic North
Lillian Dodson (Sandy Huyck’s mom)	 
Mary Reinhardt (Jim Reinhardt’s mom)
Steven Stefani (surgery-Linda Cole’s son-in-law)
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

OUR FRIENDS & FAMILY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE ARMED FORCES:
			
Jim Pfahlert (Shaver Family) [image: Text  Description automatically generated]

Brad Morris
  	  Sean Duggan (Bridget Felax’s  brother)
  	  Nathan Kavanaugh (friend of the Kirsh family)
Austin Simpson (friend of Mary Jane)
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“The LORD make fis
and give you peace.”

Numbers 6:25-26, NIV
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