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SERMON and SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY  [image: ]

          Jan. 2:	   	Christmas Readings & Carols             
	     	
Jan. 8/9:	DIFFERENCE MAKERS
		“You Are Invited”
		Luke 7:36-50		

Jan. 15/16:	DIFFERENCE MAKERS
		“You Are Needed”
		1 Corinthians 12:12-27
		
Jan. 22/23:	LIFE SUNDAY
		DIFFERENCE MAKERS
		“You Can Change Lives”
		Matthew 5:13-16
				
Jan. 29/30:	DIFFERENCE MAKERS
		“You Will Be Blessed”
		Matthew 6:19-21
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Hindrances to Knowing God’s Will
Romans 12:1-2

	Scripture tells us that God’s will is good, acceptable, and perfect in every way.  To live life at its spiritual best, we need to discover His plans and desires for us, and then walk in them every day.  And yet, there are certain hindrances that prevent us from discerning His intentions for us.  
	Self-will.  Our biggest obstacle is “us.”  We come into this world with a fallen nature which likes to have its own way and be its own master.  To follow God’s plan, we need to surrender our rights to Him and embrace His ways.  We must choose every day to let Him rule over our thought life, emotions, families, work and decisions.  Surrender to God means victory; clinging to our own ideas brings defeat.  (1 Corinthians 15:57).
	Ignorance of God’s Principles.  We are easily tripped up when we do not know what is important to God and what to avoid.  Our minds can be changed from worldly to godly only with a steady application of Scriptures.  Without the light of biblical guidance, we will wander away from God’s plan.  (Psalm 119:105).
	Influence of Others.  People have lots of opinions about what we ought to do and how God would want us to behave.  Unless we are extremely careful, we will act to satisfy them.  Then we’ll end up out of God’s will because we put others ahead of the Lord.
	If we abandon ourselves to God’s care, then “self” will be subdued, a hunger for His Word will grow, and we will live to please Him, not others.  Have you given the “throne of your life” to Him?
[image: ]

Dear Our Redeemer Lutheran Family & Friends:  

Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2022!  I pray that this year moves us past COVID 19 and into greater awareness and motivation to fulfill all of the opportunities God has given us to BE, BUILD & MAKE DISCIPLES of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  That is our reason for existing as a church, and our calling as members of that church.  Even in a pandemic, we are so blessed to know a God who loves us and promises to never leave us.  How can we not seek to make a difference in our world for the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  (That’s what I’m preaching on this January.)

Thank you for ALL the gifts and well wishes you gave Jane and me for Christmas.  We are humbled by your love and generosity!  God bless you and thank you!

Below is a little reminder of Who is in charge in 2022 and our opportunity to live accordingly.

In Him I am, faithfully yours, Pastor Draeger
 
“Good Morning and Welcome to Flight 2022!”
We are prepared to take off into the New Year.  Please make sure your Positive Attitude and Gratitude are secured and locked in the upright position.  All self-destructive devices:  pity, anger, selfishness and resentment must be turned off at this time.  All negativity, hurt and discouragement should be put away.  Should you lose your positive Attitude under pressure during this flight, reach up and pull down a prayer.  Prayers will automatically be activated by Faith.  Once your Faith is activated, you can assist other passengers who are of little faith.  There will BE NO BAGGAGE allowed on this flight.  God, our Captain has cleared us for take-off.  
Destination--FAITHFULLNESS!
Wishing you a New Year filled with new HOPE, new JOY 
and new Beginnings! 
Stay Blessed!  And welcome in 2022!   

Are you interested in becoming a member or learning more about the Lutheran faith?  Pastor will be having an 8 week informative class on Tuesday evenings beginning January 11 from 7-8pm.  Sign up in the Narthex!
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We Three Clueless Kings


Greetings!

Our children’s Christmas Pageant was presented last week. It put me in mind of an article I wrote after our pageant some years ago. While the events and cast of that play were different, the impression it left on me was much the same.  I hope that in revisiting it, you find it as meaningful as I did...

As I write this, I’m sitting at my desk reviewing in my mind the events of this year’s Christmas Children’s Pageant, presented just this past weekend. I had many people tell me they enjoyed the pageant very much, and the highlight, for many of them, was the trio of kings. Our three Magi this year, as in the past couple of years, were the youngest members of the cast, preschoolers wearing over-sized crowns and carrying comically large gifts. They were adorable as they wandered aimlessly around the stage until an older cast member grabbed them and pointed them in the right direction. One even forgot his urn, and grandmas and grandpas in the audience chuckled as he ran off to fetch it. They were indeed the hit of the play.

During the performance something occurred to me that I hadn’t paid any attention to during any of the rehearsals. As the kings wandered around the stage, the narrators were reading lines about how the kings were going the wrong way, that they didn’t know what they were doing. One asks the other why they are looking in Jerusalem when the baby is in Bethlehem. And the answer comes, “They made the same mistake you did. They went looking for the baby King in a palace. But they didn’t find him there.” 

Without us realizing it, our play - even this one scene in the play - was a microcosm of the Christian life. How many of us spend our time wandering in the wrong direction when we should be following in the footsteps of Christ. Too often, I look in all the wrong places. When I should be hitting my knees or searching the Scriptures I get distracted by all the details of life. Those little Magi are so funny 
because in them I see myself. Sometimes I’m no more than an overgrown four-year-old cluelessly wandering around the stage of life with no idea why I’m there, waving to mom and dad, fascinated by the shiny gifts I’m mindlessly carrying in my hands, all the while completely ignoring the newborn king to whom those gifts belong.  

But, enter grace. Thank God, our play also shows the answer. All who seek him find him. Mary found him; we’re told that she pondered all these things and kept them in her heart. The shepherds found him right away; of course they had pretty clear directions from the angel. The kings didn’t have the same clear instructions; they simply followed a star. They went first to the wrong place, but they did eventually find him. And we also must find him. Like the Magi, we may make some stops along the way that seem nice, but turn out not to be our destination. We will eventually find that our star leads us past the palace to someplace much less glamorous, where we find our King.  But when we find him in the manger of Bethlehem, or the house in Nazareth, we must keep in mind that our journey doesn’t end there. We may find him in the manger, but we need to keep following down the dusty roads, through the towns and the wilderness, eventually to the foot of the cross and ultimately to the empty tomb.

God tells us in Scripture, “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13)   By all means, I hope you found him in the manger this Christmas. But remember that this King came to the manger to begin a journey that would end at Calvary. The  babe of Bethlehem who warms our hearts in the manger must also cleanse them at the cross. Our journey isn’t complete until we also find him there.

Until next month,

Roger Hackelberg,
Director of Worship and Music[image: Map  Description automatically generated]
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Hello everyone, we hope you all had a safe and happy holiday.

Our annual Christmas potluck was a lot of fun. This Christmas season we donated to sixteen charities giving them each fifty dollars. Our free will offering went to the Lutheran Disaster Relief Fund, specifically the wildfires fund.

 Linda Coles has been nominated Our Redeemer’s Women of the Year for 2021, Congratulations Linda!

Our wreath sale went very well, thank you to all who bought the wreaths.

Our Mom2Mom sale will be on January 22nd. We still have a few spots left if you know any moms who have things to sell.

Reminder there is no meeting in January, our next meeting will be on February 7, 2022.

Respectfully submitted, Joyce Mason LWML Secretary

Happy New Year!
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$80,000 of National LWML mites will go to LCMS School Ministries. The need for well-trained leaders for our Lutheran schools is already great and increasing. To address the critical shortage of school administrators, the School Leadership Development Program (SLED) has been redesigned to better equip educators with the tools needed to lead Lutheran schools in the 21st century. 
$4,250 of Michigan District mites will go to Support at Just the Right Time – Mission Central. These funds will assist the LCMS Mission Central with support for missionaries to prepare, serve, and support their families while in the field.
Our Redeemer’s representatives, Joyce Mason and Kathy Sowers voted on the Michigan mission grants for 2022-2024. We thank them for their service. 
Our loose change works miracles all over the world.  Our Redeemer is very mindful of people’s needs. This is one way to help. Everyone is encouraged to save mites (money). Please leave your sacrificial gifts in the church office with mite box identification. Thank you. Our Redeemer LWML Ministry









 
















[image: ]

Happy New Year Everyone!  We are back in class on January 5th at our normal time-4:30-6:00pm.  February is Children’s Ministry Month. I will be talking to the students about how they want to serve. Please let me know if there is a Sunday in February when your child will be unable to be here.

Here is the acolyte schedule for January:

2nd- None (If your child would like to acolyte this day, please let me know as soon as you can)
9th- Kendall Lee
16th- Max Lee
23rd- Will Newell
30th- Riley Burton
Saturday Night- 1/15- Hannah Korte

Kathy Sowers, Mission Life Coordinator


Kathy Sowers,  MLF Coordinator
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Gina Tomasino-Price
8796 Frederick Drive
Washington, MI  48094-2960
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New Life in Heaven:
Terri Wesley
Laura Schwark
Please lend a hand on Sunday, January _____, 2021 as we undecorate our halls!  We will be taking the trim down after the 10:30 service.  We would appreciate any help you can give!
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Have you made your New Years resolution yet? If you are like me, you’ve made more than one, and unfortunately I never hold them up through January 15th! I keep telling myself this year will be different! You never know, maybe I will ride my bike through snow, wind, rain, just to ride every day. Hahaha. Yeah probably not. One thing I do at the beginning of every year is make a commitment to God that I will be stronger in my faith. I try every day to keep that commitment.  I know God will forgive me if I stumble or if I forget that verse of the week when it comes time to say it! Baby steps!! Maybe start by adding devotions every morning.  Portals of Prayer is a great one!  Maybe join a bible study. We have a few great groups at church. Or maybe you would like to start a new bible study! Maybe you want to work with children. We have Sonshine Kids, Mission Life, VBS(4 days in July!), or maybe work with our youth between Confirmation age and Graduation. We need a youth leader!  

Whatever your gift or interest may be, take time to pray about it. Do you have a suggestion for a new group or activity? Come see me or give me a call. That’s why I am here and I am always open to new ideas!! 

Faithfully in Him, Kathy Sowers, Assimilation Director 


Kathy Sowers, Assimilation

[image: ]
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Our Handbell Choir, will be taking January off and picking up practices again on Tuesday, February 1.

We are always open for new ringers. If anyone is interested they can call Donna Steele at 586.489.4090. 
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Gerald Alward
Richard Ferguson
[image: ]
Hello everyone, I hope you all got to enjoy safe and happy holidays.
We have enjoyed several outings in 2021 and I hope many more in 2022. As of this time there in nothing specific planned, but I will be looking into upcoming events around town. I hope to have an event planned soon, so check in the church bulletin for news. Also feel free to call me anytime with event ideas or any questions.
Blessings, Joyce Mason

Your help would be most appreciated on Sunday, December 2nd after the 10:30am service to “undecorate our halls”.  Many hands make light work and we would be grateful for anyone who can help.
Thank you!

[image: ]
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HAPPY NEW YEAR—2022!!

A Huge Thank you to everyone for the numerous Christmas gifts.  I am truly grateful!

Time to get back to normal.  Hope your Christmas was terrific,  full of love and hope.  We will return to our Sunday morning time together on January 9th.

Hope to see you then.   Hope Santa was good to you.

Thanks to our dedicated parents for bringing their precious children each Sunday.

God Bless us Everyone in 2022!  Linda Martin, SSK Director
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Just wanted to send a major thank you to all our beautiful children and their families that helped us put on our Christmas Pageant this year!

Each child did exactly what was asked of them and the result was "something beautiful" for God and the Congregation!  

Every year the children continue to amaze us with the talents they possess at their young ages and this year was certainly no exception!  It was indeed a pleasure and an honor to work with them and with their families! 

May the Lord Bless and keep each and every one of you in His tender care in this coming year and may He continue to surround you with peace, love joy and happiness!  

We would also like to thank Cari  Muirhead for being our accompanist and  Pastor and his office staff for all the time you gave to us and all the extras that you did behind the scenes!  This is a true labor of love that involves a great many people who are "unseen" but are there!  Lastly, thank you to all of you who came to the services to support us and to those of you who prayed for our success!

We are blessed by all of you in ways you cannot begin to imagine!

Margo Schuch 
Roger Hackelberg
Pageant Coordinators
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Life Sunday is Coming Soon!

	During the weekend of January 23rd, we will be celebrating Life Sunday!  Lutherans for Life’s theme this year is based on John 15:16 – “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit.”  What a great verse to remind us that God has chosen each of us and has a purpose for every life!
What does Life Sunday mean for you, and how can you participate?
· Life Sunday (and the whole month of January) is a chance for us to focus on, recognize, and bring awareness to God’s gift of life and the sanctity of all human life.  It is also a time for us to take a closer look at current issues that challenge God’s plan for life.
· Check out the resource table in the narthex during the month of January to learn more about life issues and fetal development.
· Grab a baby bottle and fill it with coins for our Baby Bottle Drive, which takes place throughout the month of January.  All money collected through this drive will go to local resource centers that promote and support life, such as Luke 52 Clinic.
· Check out the abundance of resources at lutheransforlife.org/life-week-2022/.
· Commit to spending a few minutes a day in prayer this month, specifically regarding life issues.  Pray for women facing unexpected pregnancy, pray for those with disabilities, pray for the elderly, pray for those facing end-of-life and their caretakers, and pray for our Supreme Court justices (and others in positions of authority) to make life-affirming rulings in the coming months.
The following selections from the Right to Life Macomb County Fall 2021 newsletter explain some of the current issues and have specific ways you can pray and take action to help protect the unborn:
“On December 1st, the Supreme Court began to hear oral arguments in the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization.  The court will be determining whether Mississippi can ban elective abortions after 15 weeks gestation.  The results of this could start the consideration to turn over Roe v Wade, which could turn the abortion laws over to the people.  Please pray for our Supreme Court Judges and Mississippi Attorney General Lynn Fitch.  They will need all the support from heaven possible.”
“Since 1976, the federal Hyde Amendment has protected taxpayers from being forced to pay for abortions.  It has been included in every federal budget for more than four decades.  President Biden and U.S. Congressional pro-abortion leaders are attempting to remove the Hyde Amendment from the current budget so your tax dollars will pay for abortions.  Millions of lives are at stake.  Your rights are at stake.  Take action today.  Tell your Congressional leaders to save Hyde:”


Debbie Stabenow
731 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington DC 20510-2204
https://www.stabenow.senate.gov

Gary Peters
Hart Senate Office Bldg, Suite 724
Washington DC 20510
https://www.peters.senate.gov

Lisa McLain
6303 26 Mile Rd, Suite 110
Washington, MI 48094
https://mcclain.house.gov

“News outlets reported that Governor Whitmer will be vetoing each prolife provision from the 2022 state budget.  The vetoed funding included money for pregnancy centers, adoption advertising, and on-campus assistance for pregnant and parenting students.  From her re-election site, https://gretchenwhitmer.com: ‘I’m a mom, former legislator, prosecutor, and Governor.  I fight for the things that matter to people, and I put them first.’  This is simply not true.  Consider respectively telling her she is not representing you: https://somgovweb.state.mi.us/GovRelations/ContactGovernor.aspx.”

God’s Blessings,
Mandi Wesley
Life Team
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LCMS SERVENT EVENTS
LCMS Servant Events meet a range of needs and provide many different opportunities for participants to use their talents to help individuals, organizations, camps, churches, and other ministries. Carefully consider the gifts of your group and select an Event that fits your group’s ability and interest.
CONSTRUCTION EVENTS
Servants can help build new homes, cabins, and other structures, or to repair and maintain existing facilities. Host sites often offer their Event for several weeks so that many groups can participate in completing the construction project.

HUMAN CARE EVENTS
Servants work directly with people. Servants provide care and companionship for elderly or dispossessed, lead Vacation bible School for disadvantages children, or help with disabled individuals. Some host sites combine human care elements with other Events.

ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS
Environmental Events involve activities such as gleaning, recycling, litter removal, cleaning streams, or refurbishing trails and park areas. Servants work to preserve existing resources or help develop new trails and parks.

OUTREACH EVENTS
Outreach Events have an evangelistic focus in the host’s community. Servants may work to staff a Christian sports camp or Bible camp for neighborhood children or serve at a community-wide outreach program such as a soup kitchen or homeless shelter.
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

MULTICULTURAL EVENTS
Servants can grow and learn about various ethnic and cultural groups while serving a host community through other types of Events such as human Care or Construction.

CRISIS EVENTS
Crisis Events are designed for Servant groups willing to take on a significant challenge. Servant groups respond to specific needs resulting from devastating natural disasters, working to repair or rebuild facilities that have been destroyed or damaged, clear away debris, or help continue ministries that have been slowed due to such disasters.

FAMILY EVENTS
Family Events provide servants the opportunity to work together with members of their immediate family. These Family-Group Servants may work on a variety of projects and will represent a range of ages and abilities.

Call: 1-888-843-5267 or email help@lcms.org and ask for information on the area you are interested in.
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Business Hours
Tuesday, 10am-6pm 
Wednesday, 10am-6pm
Friday, 10am- 4pm

Samaritan House will be closed for Christmas, December 20th -January 3rd, and will reopen on January 4th.
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	 E-mail:	james.riske@thrivent.com
    Phone:	(586) 726-8899 ext. 227

Financial Column


Time for a financial checkup!
A changing life leads to changing finances - make sure you’re up-to-date

For most of us, checkups are a regular part of life. Dental visits, auto maintenance appointments and even glances in the bathroom mirror all help us monitor performance, catch potential problems and assure us that all is – or will be – well.
What's true of teeth, engines and grooming is also true of finances: regular checkups are recommended. Why? Changes both great and small affect the strategies people have developed to help achieve their financial goals. Unfortunately, too many people act as though once their financial strategy is in place their work is done. But this isn't the case.
As a general rule, Thrivent Financial recommends you review your financial strategy at least once each year. Certain life changes – the birth or adoption of a child, a change in marital status (married, divorced or widowed), the death of a family member or changes to your health – should serve as reminders that a financial tune-up is in order. 
Other changes in personal economics can also have a huge impact on finances. These may include shifts in employment status or salary (e.g. loss of job or a pay cut/freeze), home ownership changes, significant changes in total assets or debt, the receipt of an 
inheritance and tax law changes that can all make previous strategies obsolete. 
If you have a do-it-yourself mentality, a number of print and electronic resources exist to help you monitor your finances on a regular basis. However, most can benefit from the knowledge, experience and insight that financial professionals can offer.
Qualified financial professionals can help people evaluate their present financial strategies and stay current on new laws, regulations, products and economic developments. Even more important, financial professionals can challenge the unrealistic assumptions that people may have and help them overcome money management's greatest threat: procrastination.
To live is to experience change. How and when change will appear is impossible to predict, but a financial checkup is one sure way to help you protect your assets and be prepared for the unexpected. 

This article was prepared by Thrivent Financial for use by local area FR James M. Riske. He has offices at 14460 Lakeside Circle in Sterling Heights and can also be reached at (586) 726-8899 ext. 227.
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TALK WITH GOD (Please remember these friends in your prayers)
THOSE WITH LONG- or SHORT-TERM ILLNESS:

 Frank Cody (Margo Schuch’s brother)        
Mona Pfent (Christin Peyerk’s mom; cancer)     
Colin Segerlund (Margo Schuch’s grandson; asthma)        
             Tina Hayden (Haydens’ daughter-in-law; cancer) 
Grace Angela Beachnau (Mueller’s granddaughter)
Todd Bailey (Brenneckes’ friend; cancer)
Carlo DeAngelis (friend of Nancy Ray’s; stomach cancer)  
	 Nancy Mikolowski (mother of Judy Laurie-health concerns)       
   Emily Vandamme (George Rang, Sr.’s granddaughter-cancer recovery) 
Beth Walter (Betty Walter’s niece-cancer)	
Adam Bettcher (MS/eye surgery)   
Dave Wesley (cancer treatment recovery)  	  Ray Denewith (strength)
Dana Primeau (stage 4 colon cancer)
Davis Cardamone (Dave Cardamone’s dad)	Al Jensen		
Randy Winkel	   Andy Stewart (friend of Betty Moehle)
Dennis Whiting (cancer)   	Judy Bettcher (shoulder replacement)
Andy Walgenbach (bone cancer)	
Lawrence Thom (hospitalized)
Tim Reid (Pat Walgenbach’s brother-cancer)
Amy Beth Petersen (Reinhardt’s daughter-back surgery)
Sydney Bollitier  (Reinhardt’s grandson’s fiancé-hospital w/Covid)
Gail Feeback (surgery)
Jim Dokman (blood disorder/pneumonia)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


OUR FRIENDS & FAMILY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE ARMED FORCES:
[image: ] 		Jim Pfahlert (Shaver Family)  
			Brad Morris
      			Sean Duggan (Bridget Felax’s  brother)
        		         Nathan Kavanaugh (friend of the Kirsh family)		
          				Austin Simpson (friend of Mary Jane)

image12.wmf

image2.png
they bowed
. down and
= worshlped.
Then they
opened thelr; -';
treasures and
\ E \ A presented \‘1 
w1th glfts
of gold,

- s frankmcense

s A .
: _

M MATTHEW 2L N




image20.png
they bowed
. down and
= worshlped.
Then they
opened thelr; -';
treasures and
\ E \ A presented \‘1 
w1th glfts
of gold,

- s frankmcense

s A .
: _

M MATTHEW 2L N




image3.png
FROM THE
SN BATOR




image31.png
FROM THE
SN BATOR




image4.png
A«hﬂﬁgg%

Education
Class




image40.png
A«hﬂﬁgg%

Education
Class




image5.wmf

image50.wmf

image6.wmf

image60.wmf

image7.png




image70.png




image8.wmf

image80.wmf

image9.png
-“i?
|LQI}(MMLL




image90.png
-“i?
|LQI}(MMLL




image10.wmf
 


image100.wmf
 


image11.wmf

image110.wmf

image12.png




image120.png




image13.png
b TS




image14.png
“Now is not a good time fo talk fo the Pastor;
he’s been out visiting the church’s shut-ins,
and o one was home.*





image140.png
“Now is not a good time fo talk fo the Pastor;
he’s been out visiting the church’s shut-ins,
and o one was home.*





image15.wmf

image150.wmf

image16.wmf

image160.wmf

image17.wmf

image170.wmf

image18.wmf

image180.wmf

image19.wmf

image190.wmf

image20.wmf

image200.wmf

image21.png
, SONshine





image22.png




image220.png




image23.png
Directions: Figure out which path through the puzzle is correct. Choose one to try,
starting at the first picture under the “Path” box. Follow each picture’s directional
cues to see if the words make sense when placed in order in the blanks below.

If not, try a different path until you figure out the Bible verse.

%MOVE > % MOVE ‘ »% MovE <l #%ﬁ MOVE'

PATH 1 PATH 2 PATH 3 | PATH4 | PATH5 | PATH 6

EXIT

now, let us the matter,”
. “Though your are like

they shall be as as

ISATAH 1:18, NIV

MOUS “DJTYM “}3]IeDS ‘SUIS ‘IO ‘SABS “9[339S QW00 ‘¢ YjeJ :Iomsuy




image230.png
Directions: Figure out which path through the puzzle is correct. Choose one to try,
starting at the first picture under the “Path” box. Follow each picture’s directional
cues to see if the words make sense when placed in order in the blanks below.

If not, try a different path until you figure out the Bible verse.

%MOVE > % MOVE ‘ »% MovE <l #%ﬁ MOVE'

PATH 1 PATH 2 PATH 3 | PATH4 | PATH5 | PATH 6

EXIT

now, let us the matter,”
. “Though your are like

they shall be as as

ISATAH 1:18, NIV

MOUS “DJTYM “}3]IeDS ‘SUIS ‘IO ‘SABS “9[339S QW00 ‘¢ YjeJ :Iomsuy




image24.png
Lutherans
For




image25.png




image250.png




image26.gif




image27.gif




image28.wmf

image280.wmf

image29.wmf

image290.wmf

image30.png
Samanitan




image31.wmf

image310.wmf

image32.png
V" THRIVENT
FINANCIAL®

Appleton, Wisconsin + Minneapolis, Minnesota




image33.jpeg




image34.png




image35.png
SORAY




image1.wmf

