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SERMON and SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR JUNE & JULY
  
June 5/6:	TOUGH PEOPLE LAST
		“Discipline” 
		Romans 7:15-24

June 12/13:	PASTOR PAUL BUROW

June 19/20: 	FATHER’S DAY
		“Marriage That Goes The Distance” 
		Matthew 19:3-6

June 26/27: 	TOUGH PEOPLE LAST
		“Making Changes” 
		1 Corinthians 9:24-27

July 3/4:	TOUGH PEOPLE LAST
		“Don’t Give Up!”  
		Galatians 6:7-9

July 10/11:	TOUGH PEOPLE LAST
		“Showing Honor”
		Romans 12:10
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Genuine Awareness

2 Kings 6:15-17:  When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?”  He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.	  

If someone were to ask whether you were aware of God, you would no doubt exclaim, “Of course I am! I go to church, read my Bible, and pray all the time.  I’m quite aware  of God.”  Now,  let’s take it one crucial step further:  Are you aware of God’s presence and activity in your daily life?  

This second question makes it a bit more personal, doesn’t it?  In my daily life?  Right there, all the time?  We would like to have that constant awareness of God’s presence, but it is difficult.  When hardships and trials strike at us out of nowhere, we often feel bewildered  and wonder why God has left us so alone.  During times of difficulty, we might pray even harder and longer.  We please for help, but see little result.  We cry, “Help ME!  Give ME strength!”  Or perhaps, “I believe this” or “I can do that.”  Do you notice the common factor there?  The focus is all on me, me, me, I, I, I.  Even during prayer, we may be aware only of ourselves, leaving the Lord out of the matter entirely.  

At that point, we may find we’re not really talking to the Father at all; we are talking to ourselves.  Perhaps we are focusing on the problem  and actually wishing for the ability to handle it on our own.  We can, in effect, become completely blind to how God may be working.  

Second Kings 6:15-17 gives us a wonderful picture of what can happen when we remove our self-centered blinders and truly see God’s hand at work.  Open your eyes.  Like Elisha’s servant, you may be shocked to discover the help that God has already sent your way.
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Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  (Matthew 11:28-30)

You may remember the song that Ella Fitzgerald used to sing, “Summertime, And The Living is Easy”.  I like the song, but the idea seems a little counter-intuitive.  As soon as the weather starts to turn in Michigan everyone goes into high gear.  Whether it is work or play, life gets busy!  I know I am feeling muscles I haven’t used too often this past winter!

As we enter this summer season, especially after all we have gone through this last year and a half because of COVID, Jesus has some very good advice for us.  Find some rest in Him.  Often we think that means “spiritual” rest, but Jesus also wants us to rest our minds and bodies.  After all, He gave us the Third Commandment – take a “sabbath” every week! My letter this month is just a reminder to take some time with Jesus.  Read His Word.  Enjoy His creation.  Foster the relationships He has given you.  And rest.  Rest in His grace and love.  You are His and He cares for you.

In Him I am faithfully yours, Pastor Draeger
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Greetings!

[This article is a re-print of an article that appeared in the September 2017 Newsletter.]

Greetings!

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.” (Heb. 1:1-2) 

Back when the world was young and I was in high school I had some friends who were at my house all the time. Whatever I was doing, they would do. If we were eating dinner they ate dinner. If we went on the boat they went on the boat. They didn’t need to knock, they just came in. They didn’t look like much; no future presidents or movie stars. But that didn’t matter; my mother treated them like adopted children. Because they were my friends, they were family.

This is a good picture of our relationship to God the Father through faith in Christ. Because we know Jesus, we are part of the family of God. Paul understood this. He told the church at Rome, “…you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’ The spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs – heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,” (Romans 8:15-17) When we come to Christ, God adopts us as children, heirs in fact. Not only do we join the family, we get cut in on the inheritance.

Jesus told the disciples in the upper room, “No longer do I call you servants…but I have called you friends.” (John 15:15) And the privileges that come with being a friend of Jesus are considerable. Because they were his friends they could know everything the Father had told him; they were chosen by him and by the Father; the Father would hear their prayers. They had access to God. This was a greater intimacy than God’s people had ever had with him. William Barclay points out, in his commentary on the Gospel of John, that this idea of friendship with God would have been especially meaningful to the people of that day. At that time there was a select group of men in the courts of both the eastern kings and the Roman Emperors called the friends of the king, or the friends of the emperor. This group had access to the king at all times. They could even come to his bedchamber at the beginning of the day to talk with him before he met with his generals and advisors. (William Barclay, The Gospel of John, vol.2, p.178) That’s the kind of relationship the disciples now had with God because they were friends of Jesus. Indeed, it is good to be a friend of the Son.

We must, however, see that there is no other way to this intimacy with God; you must know Jesus. You can’t bypass the Son and go straight to the Father. The idea is prevalent in our world that one can have the benefits of friendship of God – the wisdom, the enlightenment, the spiritual power – without Jesus. Jesus told the disciples, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  If a stranger were to show up at my mother’s door claiming to be a friend of mine and asking to come in for dinner, she would have first come and asked me I knew him. If the answer came back, “no,” then, sorry dude, no dinner. Jesus tells us that at the last day there are many to whom he will say, “I never knew you; depart from me.” I can’t think of more devastating words to hear from Jesus on that day.

Because we are his friends, those of us who know him will hear other words. He will say to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant…enter into the joy of your master.” (Matthew 25:21) We will be invited to fully claim what is already ours: a place in the house of God, no longer as servants, but as part of the family. As the psalmist says, we will “dwell in the House of the Lord forever.” (Psalm 23:6)


Until next month,

Roger Hackelberg,
Director of Worship and Music
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$30,000 of National LWML mites will go to Digital Media Development – Lutherans For Life. The mission of Lutherans For Lie (LFL) is to equip Lutherans to be Gospel motivated voices for life. Life issues, like abortion, embryo experimentation, and physician assisted suicide are not political or personal choices but matters of the heart that effect people, neighbors, loved ones, and family.  In America, some 30 million women have undergone abortions since 1973 of which 54% identify as Christians.  Suicide rates nationwide are rising.  Physician assisted suicides are escalating. Digital media offers an open mission field to address these and other life issues. Yet much online communication degenerates, disrespects, and devalues life.  LFL believes our Savior is calling us to speak the truth in love. This grant would fund infographics, memes (pop culture snapshoots with captions), sharable video clips, webinars and podcasts. This will serve as a visual witness and virtual conversation for Lutheran individuals and congregations to engage people using social networks like You Tube, Facebook, iTunes, and Instagram.

$7,000 of Michigan District mites will go to Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, a Recognized Service Organization of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Known as a healing space for at risk children, Dakota will use the funds to provide appropriate child-welcoming housing for traumatized children to enhance their Gospel-centered ministry. 

Our loose change works miracles all over the world.  Our Redeemer is very mindful of people’s needs. This is one way to help. Everyone is encouraged to save mites (money). Please leave your sacrificial gifts in the church office with mite box identification. Thank you. Our Redeemer LWML Mite Box Ministry
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We ended Mission Life with a pizza/s’more party at the youth house! Congratulations again to Pastor’s class who were confirmed on May 16th! It was a beautiful day! 

Hope you all have a wonderful summer! See you when MLF returns on September 15th! 

Blessings and hugs to you all!
	Kathy Sowers, MLF Coordinator






















~~~~~                                                               ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LWML NEWS. . . . . 
       
A big Thank You to everyone who made our Mother’s Day sale of plants and lotions a success. We can not tell you how much your continued support means to us. We are so blessed!
Our last meeting of the year will be held on Monday, June 7, 2021 at 6:00 pm. Instead of our usual potluck we will be ordering in from the Marcus Grill. Please see Kathy Sowers, Margie Kirsh or Joyce Mason for a copy of Marcus Grill carry out menu or you may go online to check out the menu. After you have decided on your dinner, please give a written order to Margie and she will order the dinners that evening.
Once again thank you for all your support during this unusual year!
Blessing, Joyce Mason LWML Secretary
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   Well, one more season of SONSHINE KIDS is in the history books !

   On Sunday May 16th, we had our last time together for this season.  We enjoyed a super fun day.  First off we had a visit from our puppet Amy,  who shared a lesson about forgiveness.  I think we all had fun and learned a great lesson. We were so lucky to have Mrs. Mandi Wesley back to lead us in music. We had several games, and great treats. It was such a fun time.  We ended our time together with an “eco-friendly” balloon launch.  I think fun was had by all.                            

   I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents that have committed to the Christian education of the youth of Our Redeemer.  I would also like to thank the committed staff of teachers for a job WELL DONE.  

   Our 2021/2022 season will begin on  19th of September 2021.    Thank you for the opportunity to serve the terrific youth of our church.   May God Bless you and keep you safe throughout the summer.         

		 Linda Martin,  Director



[image: ]

[image: ]
 
HEY KIDS!  
Check out our summer reading program at the back of this newsletter!  Prizes for all who complete the race!  Do it with your friends!
See Mrs. Sowers when you finish!
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First of all, a big THANK YOU to everyone who has donated diapers or monetary gifts for our diaper drive.  As of mid-May, we have collected over 500 diapers for Compassion Pregnancy Center.  Our diaper drive will continue through Father’s Day weekend, so there is still time if you want to contribute!
	As summer approaches, please continue to pray for Compassion Pregnancy Center and all of the people who are touched by their ministry.  Please pray for our leaders and our nation to stand up for every life, from womb to tomb.  Pray for Christians to have the courage to speak up and defend every life.  It starts with individuals like me and you…share when you are able, support pro-life organizations like Compassion Pregnancy, and never stop praying that God would protect every life.
	About a month ago, our son’s adoption was finalized.  After 10 months of waiting, we could finally breathe a sigh of relief in knowing that Elijah was finally 100% our child in the eyes of the legal system.  As I reflect on those feelings of joy and relief that came with the certainty of him being declared our child, I imagine that’s how God feels as He calls each of us His own.  God has a deep, fatherly love and a purpose for each and every life.  It was heartbreaking for us to even consider the idea that our adoption could “fall through,” or that our child could potentially be taken from us.  How much more heartbreaking it must be for God to watch so many unborn lives get cut short.  Every child deserves a chance at life.  Every child deserves to be loved and to be part of a family that proudly proclaims, “He/She is OURS!”.  God calls us His children.  When we look at our fellow humans, let us see each other as just that – children of God.  Let us continue to speak up for the undervalued lives and proclaim the good news of salvation to His children all over the world!
				In Christ,
				Mandi Wesley
				Life Team
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Financial Column





Six ways to clean up your finances

Just as your house regularly needs organizing and deep cleaning, so do your finances. Follow these six tips to clean up your finances, enabling you to achieve financial clarity so you can live the full and meaningful life you’ve imagined. 

1. Get organized
Maintaining your important financial documents and information in one place is key. Create a master spreadsheet with account numbers and passwords. Keep this document safe and protected—if it’s on paper, lock it in a safe or cabinet and if it’s a digital file, make sure it’s password-protected. Keep regular inflows of paperwork organized in a binder or file folder and don’t forget to shred the documents when it’s time to get rid of them. If storing electronic files on a hard drive, make sure it’s password-protected, encrypted and stored in a safe place. 

2. Address your debt 
Debt can be a constant drain on your budget, making it harder to pay other bills and save for your future. Start by choosing one form of debt and working to pay it off in a timely manner. It may be the one with the largest interest rate or one with a small balance that you can eliminate. If you’re challenged to keep up with various loan due dates, consider consolidating your payments. The benefit of this approach is you may end up with a lower interest rate, too.

3. Plan for major expenses
Is a vacation or big purchase on your radar? Start putting money aside now to cover the costs. This eliminates the need to use your emergency fund or your credit card, which could increase your debt. Avoid mingling spending money with an emergency fund; instead, open a second savings account that’s used only for planned expenses.

4. Prepare for life changes
Planning to grow your family or start a small business in the near future? Or maybe you’re starting to think about retirement. Are you hoping to buy a car soon or do you want to fund an education savings account for a child or grandchild? Begin to take concrete steps toward meeting your goals by creating a strategy to reach them.

You also may want to anticipate risks that could be a significant blow to you or your family’s financial future. Consider a life insurance contract that protects your family if the unthinkable happens. Disability income insurance can help with lost income should you be unable to work at some point. Working with a financial professional is a great way to see if you’re missing anything.

5. Mind your retirement accounts
If you’re still working, it’s always a good time to review your contribution levels to make sure you’re putting enough money into tax-advantaged vehicles like 401(k)s and IRAs. However, if you were age 70 ½ prior to 2020, or if you weren’t, once you attain age 72 , the IRS requires you to begin withdrawing a certain amount of money from your employer-sponsored retirement plans, traditional, SIMPLE and SEP IRAs. This is referred to as your required minimum distribution, or RMDs. While Thrivent does not provide specific legal or tax advice, we can partner with you and your tax professional or attorney

6. Set charitable goals
One of the benefits of cleaning up your finances is that you might be able to be more generous. Consider reviewing your goals for giving to your church or favorite charitable organizations. You 
also could set a target for how much volunteer time you can contribute to a special cause.

It feels great when your house is clean, and it’s much easier to keep it clean when you keep up with it regularly. The same is true with your finances. Following these steps regularly will help you achieve financial clarity so you can live a life of meaning and gratitude.

This article was prepared by Thrivent for use by local area FP-James Riske. He has offices at 14460 Lakeside Cir. Suite 250 in Sterling Heights and can also be reached at (586) n726-8899 ext. 227.
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Samaritan House 
23rd Annual Golf Outing

Greystone Golf Course
Saturday, July 31st, 2021
Registration 7:00am
Shotgun Start 8:00am
Come out and have a fun-filled day on the links. Your support will help Samaritan House stock our shelves and feed those in need in your community!
The outing includes an 18 hole scramble with cart, continental breakfast, Bloody Mary Bar, 3 beverage tickets (beer, pop or water), lunch at the turn, Filet and Chicken dinner, door prizes (including a $250 Dicks Sporting Goods gift card), entry into hole in one contests, closest to pins, longest drives, $10,000 cash hole in one, $10,000 Heidebreicht voucher and the $50,000 Sellers Subaru Shootout contest. In addition there will be Raffle Baskets, a 50/50 Drawing and a Basket of Cheer!
This year we are dedicating the golf outing in memory of Ed Risch! One of the founding members of Samaritan House, a dedicated board member and active volunteer! Ed passed away earlier this year and we felt he would be honored knowing that our golf outing is being played in his memory. He will be greatly missed!
Tickets are now on sale and usually sell out, so get your tickets early! Tickets are $140 and can be purchased at Samaritan House. For more information, or to become a sponsor, contact Event Coordinator Tammy at (586)336-9956. 
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PANTRY NEEDS
Ketchup
Sloppy Joe Sauce
Snack Pack Chocolate Pudding
Pasta Sides[image: ]

Graham Crackers
Canned Beets
Coffee/Tea
Pull-Ups: 2T, 3T, 4T
Diapers Size 6
Bladder Control Pads
Laundry Soap 
Kleenex[image: ]
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Let’s Stay in Touch!

If you have any changes to your Home Phone, Address, Email or Cell Phone number, please let the office know.  Just send an email with the information to margiek@ourredeemer-lcms.org so that we can note those changes in our directory and membership files.

Thank you for your help in keeping our records up to date!





              [image: ]

Life – and exercise – move at different paces for different people. Some enjoy leisurely walks, strolls or rolls, while others speed-walk, jog or even sprint. Some people have a 26.2 sticker on their vehicle, indicating they’ve run a marathon, while others boast of running a half-marathon (13.1) or even no marathon (0.0).
Thankfully, you don’t have to be an athlete of any kind to run the Christian race.  
The Bible uses running metaphors, however, to encourage followers of Jesus to train, focus, persevere and attain the heavenly prize. 
We are supplying Bible Reading Plans (for adults and children included at the back of this newsletter) based on the theme Running the Race. Use them to travel through Scripture this summer and to challenge yourself spiritually as you run the good race in your daily life.
When you finish RUNNING THE RACE, return to me for a prize!  Yes, adults too!!!
Kathy Sowers, Assimilation
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VBS- THE TRAIN IS Picking up speed! Rocky Railway is just around the bend!! Check out the Pine tree in the Narthex for items we need, and check out the Ministry table for information. We are planning on most of VBS to be outside(besides opening/closing, so we are  asking for beach towels so the school age kids  can social distance (used are fine). We will have a box by the tree for those. 

Registration to participate is filling up fast!  We are still looking for Crew leaders and a few station leaders. If you are interested in helping or participating  in this awesome event, please check out the link on our church website, or give me a call if you have any questions! We are going to start set decorating June 7th if you are interested!! We will be setting up after late service on July 11th, and tearing down after late service on the 18th. We would appreciate help with that also.
		Kathy Sowers, VBS Director
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Happy Summer!!!
 We are finally getting to our new “normal” with God by our side the whole way!! Thank you to all who have given me wonderful ideas for new groups, & events in our church, and to those who constantly inspire me! 
There is a lot going on with groups right now. New Beginnings, Redeemer Riders, J (is for Jesus) Walkers, and of course Vacation Bible school in person!! 
We also have a new summer reading program for adults and children! (see article on that).  If you need any information on these items, check the calendar or feel free to contact me!
		Kathy Sowers, Assimilation 





[image: ]

[image: ]~Page 11~
Spotlight on Ministry to the Armed Forces
In bunkers and fighter jets, on battlefields and bases, in field hospitals and training camps, the men and women of the United States Armed Forces stand at the ready in service to our country.

With them are the 160 active and Reserve LCMS Armed Forces Chaplains stationed around the world. These pastors proclaim the Word of life, in environments often shrouded in death.  Their flocks frequently come and go, providing scant opportunity for long-term ministry. Their work takes place in some of the most difficult situations any pastor could ever face, where lives can be unraveled in an instant. 

Upholding these faithful servants in the Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF), the LCMS effort to care for and support military chaplains and, through them, our LCMS members and their families in uniform.

MAF is an authorized by the Synod and registered with the Department of Defense to recruit, interview, and endorse all military chaplains; sponsor annual training for them; and maintain close, pastoral relationships with chaplains after endorsement.  They provide counsel, training and advice throughout their entire careers. 

Chaplain Craig Muehler is the endorsing agent for LCMS military chaplains and maintains ongoing contact and an annual visit with each chaplain.  Through these visits and regular reports by phone and email, MAF helps the chaplains to stay connected with their church.
Operation Barnabas, an extension of MAF, provides a network of care through trained congregations that want to reach out to members of the military, their families and the veterans in their congregations and communities.  


Operation Barnabas has worked with dozens of congregations, but we realize hundreds more congregations also are caring for military families.  We ask you to contact us, so we can recognize your work and encourage you as you serve military families.

America’s sons and daughters are in harm’s way in faraway lands, and our chaplains go with them.  Their families wait in our communities, where the people of God support and care for them in our life together.  (Pamela J. Nielsen)
Ministry-by-Mail Help our Lutheran servicemen and women stay spiritually strong by enrolling them in the Ministry-by-Mail program. Military members receive a welcome packet with spiritual resources, and they regularly receive copies of Portals of Prayer.

Congregational resources The LCMS provides ways to help congregations support and care for our military families. Resources include a list of military bases with nearby LCMS congregations, a Farewell Order of Service, care package instructions and a veteran’s certificate form.
Newsletter So Help Me God is the quarterly newsletter of the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces. Archived issues are also available.

LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces, PO Box 66861, St Louis, MO 63166-6861 or lcms.org/armedforces
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As we head towards getting things back up and running, we will be starting to have Lay Readers at our 10:30a.m. service beginning June 5th!  If you would like to help out by reading, please see Pastor or call the office!  We would love to get you on the schedule!
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Exciting News!

Beginning on Saturday and Sunday, June 5th & 6th, we will start having an outdoor fellowship after all services!  We will be providing prepackaged goodies and small bottles of water.  We feel this will be a nice and safe way to start heading back to socializing and enjoying each others company after worship!  Please join us!
Our Ladies Quilting Group will be changing their schedule for the summer months—the group will be meeting only on the last Monday of the month for June, July & August!  We will be back to every Monday starting in September!
[image: ]
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Now that the heat of summer is upon us and our courtyard has been beautifully planted for the season, we need volunteers to sign up to help keep the area watered for the summer months.  If you are able to volunteer, there are sign up sheets in the Narthex for June, July, & August.  We are asking that people sign up for one week increments.  Please consider helping us maintain this beautiful prayer garden!  If you have any questions, please see Pastor or Kathy Sowers. 
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[image: ] TALK WITH GOD (Please remember these friends in your prayers)
THOSE WITH LONG- or SHORT-TERM ILLNESS:

 
   Barb Pellegrino (Muellers’ friend; cancer)
Frank Cody (Margo Schuch’s brother)        
Mona Pfent (Christin Peyerk’s mom; cancer)     
Colin Segerlund (Margo Schuch’s grandson; asthma)        
             Tina Hayden (Haydens’ daughter-in-law; cancer) 
Grace Angela Beachnau (Mueller’s granddaughter)
Kim Cameron (Brenneckes’ friend; cancer)
Carlo DeAngelis (friend of Nancy Ray’s; stomach cancer)
		Ashley McKenzie      Dennis Whiting (cancer)   	     
	 Nancy Mikolowski (mother of Judy Laurie-health concerns)       
   Emily Vandamme (George Rang, Sr.’s granddaughter-cancer recovery) 
Beth Walter (Betty Walter’s niece-cancer)	Ace Martin (cancer)
	Adam Bettcher (MS)     	Janet Rohrbeck	   
Dave Wesley (leukemia) 	       Ray Denewith (strength)
Lawrence Thom 		Dana Primeau (stage 4 colon cancer)
June Shaver (lung cancer)		Allen Currin
Lucille Fruchey (back surgery)
Ruth Glass (pancreatic cancer-surgery)
Don Strong	 (open heart surgery)	Carol Neddermeyer (broken back)
		 Ron Steffens (aortic valve repair)
Joe St. John (friend of June Valcke-open heart surgery)
Karen Mauldin (double knee replacement)
Donna Zuehlk 	Marilyn Leideker
Davis & Eleanor Cardamone (Dave Cardamone’s parents)
Al Jensen

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

OUR FRIENDS & FAMILY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE ARMED FORCES:
[image: ]		Jim Pfahlert (June Shaver’s nephew)  
			Brad Morris
                            			Sean Duggan (Bridget Felax’s  brother)
					Nathan Kavanaugh (friend of the Kirsh family)
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that we should be called children of God."

1 John 3:1
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  W e   are so excited to announce our first fundraiser of 2021!   Fashion & Food at the Orchards is an outdoor event held at  Westview Orchards & Winery!     Please join us for an afternoon filled with light appetizers,  desserts and Westview Wine tasting!  There will be a fashion  show featuring clothing and accessories from Target,  modeled by local business leaders and volunteers. There will  also be a craft fai r with local vendors selling unique  merchandise, raffle baskets, a 50/50 drawing and a Gift Card  Treasure Box.     Tickets are available at Samaritan House, Westview  Orchards, or online  
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  Congratulations and God’s Blessing to Our Confirmands       Desiree Lee Abraham         Olivia Lorraine Ferguson   Joshua David Abraham         Alyssa Kathleen Mauldin   Hannah Grace Bernthal         Taylor Grace Mauldin     Grant Atticus Newell          
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Bible Quiz

After Jesus healed 10 men at one
time, how many returned to thank
him? What had been their
ailment?

A. five; blindness

B. all 10; deafness

C. one; possession by demons
D. one; leprosy
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